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Pieces... Then Connection
Martha Casteneda, We Care Alumni Parent

I vividly remember the day a year and
a half ago when our son Nicolas (Nico)
was diagnosed with Autism Spectrum
Disorder. He was two years old with a
limited vocabulary. He could not say
mama, dada, agua (water), or milk, but
he managed to say one phrase (I don't
know what to do!) I was 10 months
pregnant with our second child, Camilo,
and was devastated by what I heard. I
struggled to understand the path that
would await us. When the diagnosis
was relayed, my husband, Juan, and I
stared in disbelief and felt the impact
as if glass was shattering into pieces. We did not know how to compose and bring ourselves
together. We felt alone and scared.

Camilo, Juan, Martha and Nico enjoying We Care’s
Family Camp at Camp Arroyo last summer.

It was just one week before Camilo was born that Nico entered We Care’s Explorers program.
I accompanied him the first few days just to see how he was doing. I immediately saw him
running in and not looking back. Difficult as it was for me to let him go, he needed to
“explore” the adventure that was awaiting him. We Care opened their hearts to us. The door
was always open to us and they accommodated our requests for progress report meetings and
to volunteer in the classroom. The information we learned by observing in those early days
was extremely important to our family. We were able take home those instructional tools and
apply them at home. We still sing those transitional songs from class together all the time!

'The valuable information and support we have been given by the staff at We Care is
immeasurable. They helped us begin to understand some of the complexities of autism and
gave us tools to help us. Now, we've learned so much and so has Nico to the point where
those challenging tantrums have decreased. He is now able to communicate and ask for
what he wants. He is able to shift languages and use sign language when he does not want
to speak. He has become a powerful individual capable of understanding what he needs and
how to get it. He loves his family especially his little brother, Camilo, who loves to play with
him. Camilo has a blast participating in all sorts of sensory activities that we've learned are
so important for Nico. And now, Camilo uses sign language as much as Nico does!

'The value of Early Intervention has impacted our lives and more importantly has impacted
Nico. The diagnosis did shatter us into pieces but along the way, those pieces ended up
becoming a network of support. We would not be who we are without the support and

wealth of knowledge received from We Care Services for Children.



From the Desk of the President

John E. Jones, President/CEO

When it comes to economics, what I dislike the most is budgeting. Budgeting is never
fun and in California’s present situation it is a challenge even Albert Einstein and
Archimedes would shrug their shoulders at. When it comes to supporting children in
our “less than golden” state, it can be downright embarrassing. In a recent article in the
San Francisco Chronicle, California was listed as 45™ out of 50 states in health care for
children and 49™ out of 50 in spending for education. This would be easy to understand
if we lived in a third world country, but California is the 8" largest economy in the
world.

It California is so prosperous why do we treat our children so poorly? First of all,

California has a problem with living on a budget or within our means. To address this

challenge, do we risk our future by placing the burden on children, our most vulnerable citizens? The latest round
of anticipated budget cuts proposes that very solution. Voter-approved initiatives are at risk of being repealed
and threaten over one billion dollars worth of services for children under the age of 5. These funds are not the
cause of the problem, nor did they create the deficit. In fact, they are exactly what our government should have
strived for all along - self funded programs which live within their means. First 5 and Mental Health Services
Act funds are being raided to pay for other holes in California’s spending plans. This is how we typically reward
highly successful programs, by reducing them so under-achieving programs can catch up. In the end we just end
up with a consistent level of mediocrity.

I applaud our new Governor for his no-nonsense approach to reducing our financial problems. Putting our future
at risk on the backs of children is just wrong. Between now and the June special election, it will be important
for every child advocate to keep informed and pay attention to how our state plans to treat our children. Let me
correct myself, I mean “not treat” our children. California can do better, we must do better, having the 8" largest
economy in the world has to count for something.

Message from the Board Chair

Marc Greenberg, Chair, Board of Directors

As I contemplate my thoughts for this February newsletter, President Obama has given
his “State of the Union”address, and I cannot help but be compelled to look at We Care’s
current affairs. I had the luxury of celebrating We Care’s best Gala ever. In November
2010, We Care’s 50th Anniversary Gala, with presenting sponsors Hitachi Data Systems
and Tesoro Golden Eagle Refinery, was a resounding success. The event was sold out,
with more than 250 guests, and we raised more this year than any other Gala in We
Care’s history. Despite unemployment, economic distress and state and federal budget
cuts, We Care continues to serve those most in need.

However, it is not without sacrifice. Those services survive only with the continued

support of individual donors like you, who give as little as a few to thousands of hard-
tought, hard-earned dollars to those less fortunate and to an organization providing lifelines to families of children
with special needs in a safe and loving environment.

As we cross into 2011, we take stock of 2010, and we consider our goals for the New Year. Please think about We
Care as you plan your resolutions, and please consider continuing to both volunteer your time and donate your
money to We Care’s programs. In our community, the effects of autism and developmental and mental health
challenges impact many families and children. Some are your friends and neighbors. Without We Care, these
families would struggle and suffer alone. Thank you for all that you do and for the sacrifices you make to donate
to We Care. We can’t thank you enough.



Our 50th Anniversary Gala was the Best Yet!

On November 6,2010, We Care celebrated 50 Years of making a difference to children with special needs and their families
at our annual Little Stars Gala. This year’s event, presented by Tesoro Golden Eagle Refinery and Hitachi Data Systems, was
a HUGE success — rasing more than $100,000 for our children’s programs. Thank you to all of our supporters, sponsors,
and most of all our kids and their families for giving us the best reason in the world to do what we do.

This was the first time we had a theme for our Gala
- The Sixties! Guests dressed in their finest Sixties
attire, including Event Chair Nancy Wentling
and her husband Dirk who donated photography
services for the evening. (photo by Wentling Studio)

The auction featured some spectacular items this
year, including a villa in Mexico and an “Instant
Wine Cellar” with over 100 bottles of premium
wines. (photo by Chris Nelson)

A sell-out crowd attended this year’s Gala, with over
250 guests and 24 sponsors filling the room at the
Contra Costa Country Club. (photo by Chris Nelson)

One of the highlights of the evening featured a live
performance by the band Because: A Tribute to the
Beatles. (photo by Chris Nelson)

A few of the amazing people who work at We Care
- all dedicated to making a difference in the lives of
children with special needs and their families. (photo

by Wentling Studio)

As We Care celebrates 50 years of caring, take a moment with us to Imagine the next 50 years for
families who pass through our doors. Imagine We Care’s future. Join us on the journey.



WE CARE’s 50TH ANNIVERSARY GALA
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Flag Flown over U.S. Capital in Honor
of We Care’s 50th Anniversary

December 21 was a special day for We Care, as a U.S. flag was
flown over the nation’s capital in honor of our 50 Anniversary.
Vicki and Brian McCoy won the opportunity at November’s
Gala Auction, where the flag was donated by Congressman
George Miller’s office. Vicki, who is We Care’s Developmental
Services Program Coordinator, and her husband decided to
use the unique opportunity as a way to “commemorate the
excellence of We Care.”

The McCoys donated the framed flag and accompanying
certificate back to We Care, where they are proudly displayed
in President John F. Jones’ office. Thank you Vicki and Brian
for your many years of dedicated work and support of We Care
and the work we do.

The Children of We Care

Learning, laughing, exploring and gaining skills for a better start in life everyday.
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You Make It Possible!

Without your generous contributions, We Care Services for Children could not continue in our fight against child abuse,
change the lives of children with developmental disabilities, or give parents of these special kids the support they need.
Thank you! (Donations received between September 1,2010 and January 31,2011.)

$30,000 Donors
'The Thomas J. Long Foundation

$10,000 DoNoRs

Bernard E. and Alba Witkin Charitable
Foundation

Steve and Debra Gonsalves

Hitachi Data Systems

Tesoro Golden Eagle Refinery

$1,000 0 $2,500 DONORS

‘Thomas and Barbara Langsdale Anders

Babcock & Wilcox Construction Co.,
Inc.

Barbara Bentley and Rex Johnston

Mark and Colleen Carpenter

Greg Coplans and Joy Fauvre

Criterion Catalyst

Colette Daniels

Tom and Linda Delaplane

DNG Group, Inc. Companies

Eichleay Engineers Inc.

Dirk and Marilynn Fitzgerald

Marc and Wendy Greenberg

Kaiser Permanente Volunteer Services

Kiwanis Club of Walnut Creek

Mark Johnson Foundation

R.C. Fischer & Company

Frances Williams-Smith

St. Perpetua Church

Tom and Joan Whittington

Worley Parsons Resources and Energy

$500 T0 $1,000 DONORS

Sharon Baxter

Darcy Lopes Beauchemin

Canyon Creek HOA

East Bay Banjo Club

George and Marilyn Empey

Catherine Fitzpatrick

Fluor Enterprises, Inc.

Richard and Diane Jones

Knights of Columbus — Pleasant Hill
Council

KT Hanks Consulting Group, Inc./
Kim Tsutsui

Brian and Vicki McCoy

Mary Ann Munro

Mustang Engineering

MWH Global Inc.

Char Parrish/DMIS Acquisition Corp.
R.J. Roberts, Inc.

Michael and Carolyn Ricinak

Scott Valley Bank

Gary and Elizabeth Willis

$250 10 $500 DoNORs
Susan Alkadri

Anvil Corporation

Bay Area Instrument and Electric, Inc.

Brinderson Engineers and
Constructors
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Terry and Pam Campbell

Carone & Company, Inc.

Ron and Camille Giglio

Graybar Electric Co.

Karen Grizard

Bill and Shirley Guthreau

Mangan, Inc.

Jeftrey Martin

Don and Laura Nathlich

Newtron, Inc.

Frank and Ashley Olsson

Russel and Edgarda Pohle

Constance Quint

Jim Rease and Missy Rease Cole

David and Becky Thomas

Robert and Brenda Truax

UCI Construction, Inc.

Versa Engineering & Technology

Dirk and Nancy Wentling

Thomas and Rosamund Wentling

$100 10 $250 DoNORS
Briann and Jill Anderson
Douglas and Jennifer Anderson
Barbara Bennett

Bigelow, Keith

BJ’s Restaurants, Inc.

Al and Andrea Blachman
John Blasingame

John and Janet Bruno

Jeft and Lyssa Butler

James and Marilyn Callaghan
Naomi Chamberlain

John and Nancy Creech

Maureen Cunningham

Ron Elsdon

Gordon and Vickie Fischer

Fraternal Order of Eagles, Bayview
Aerie No.2323

David and Sandra Gius

Jon and Monica Greenfield

Michael and Lynn Harris

Susan Harvey

Vilbarra

Dr. James W. Jordan

Mark and Barbara Kehoe

Edward and Janette Babai Kennedy

Bruce and Mona Lesa Loke

Don and Carolyn Luenser

Doug and Jennifer Maggi

Eileen McCoy

Thomas Moglia

Mariana Moore

Linda Morehouse

Kevin Moss and Magdalena Cagonot

Susan Newman

John and Shirley Oberholzer

Rick and Trisha Oldenkamp

Wilfred and Annette Roberge

John Roebuck

John and Kathleen Kay Schmitz

Norman and Adria Schwartz

Scott Laboratories

Dennis and Susan Sewell

Don Shaffer

Deanna Pereyra Simmons

Keith and Cheryl Smith

Vivianne Sunia

Paula Tippery

Vincent Trapani

Vera Velasquez

Fred and Carmelinda Vescelus

Kenneth and Celia Weinholz

Scott Zimmermann

Don and Gayle Rotner Zook

BEerow $100
Rick Beaumont
Elsie Boarman

Kristin Bodiford

Donald and Barbara Bouchet
Frank Brush

Steven and Robin Cavagnolo
Kristin Chen



Stacy Lynn Chretien

Lynn Kiyoko Chung

Tom and Tina Cilluffo

John and Maryann Connolly
Sean Cooley

Michael and Diane Corker
Matt Dami

Robyn Danielson

Mark and Marsha Day
Winston and Doris Jin Dea
Peggy Dempsey

Patricia Ellison

Clayton Englar

Dr. Stephen Eriksen

Juan Esteva

Robert Ferrante

Kristan Flynn

Glenn and Linda Garabedian
James and Dorothy Gauld
James and Patricia Geraghty
GL Wentworth Company
Robert and Beverly Kroske Grunder
Anthony and Marcella Haag
John and Kim Hajny

Beth Hansen

Dorothy Harkavy

Bruce and Norina Henrickson
Ann Holzheuter

Amy Horner

Samuel and Gwendolyn Johnson
John F. Jones

Lee Jordan

Richard and Patricia Kaplan
Gina Kast

Gary and Ilene Sakheim Katz
Colette Kersten

Vivek Khullar

Julie Kim and Andy Cosgrove
Emma Kolokousis

Ron and Deborah Krantzman
Timothy and Liz Lane

Guy and Coleen Lento

John and L. Delores Loague
Edward and Carole Lucas
Elaine Maes

John and Roberta Marchut
Lovelysa Matakaiongo
Bradley Mead

Daphne Miller

Robert and Julie Miller
Lissethe Montiel

Remy Muegge

Michael and Anna Mulvihill
Donald and Claire Murphy
H.I. and Thelma Okada
Wendy Oliver

Lori Olsen

Jason and Rachel Omania
Nicole and Sebastiano Padoan

Masako Poeppel

George and Pamela Rammell
Lena Schwalen

John and Sharon Sherbert
Barry and Barbara Silberman
Scott and Marcine Singley
Raul Solorzano

Howard and Claire Spencer
Erminio and Josephine Trebino
John Tregilgas

Erica Wang

Dustin and Kim Waraner
Stephen Weir

Kim Younger

Eduardo and Christine Zerbini

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

ABSolute Center

Adventure Cat Sailing Charters

American Conservatory Theater

Tom and Barbara Langsdale Anders

Greg Ansel

Aquarium of the Bay

Asian Art Museum

Shelley Baker

Balloons Above the Valley

BarBersQ Restaurant

Peter Baron

Kim Beckham

Derek and Rachel Benhan

Courtney Bennett and Richard
Caballero

Berkeley Repertory Theatre

Bernardo Lopez Garden Design and
Installation

Big 5

Blackhawk Country Club

Bill Bodnar

Brinderson Engineers and
Constructors

California Shakespeare Theater

Calistoga Inn

Campbell Family

Denise Charkow

Charles Krug Winery of Napa Valley

Cheesecake Factory

Churchill Manor Bed and Breakfast

Tom and Tina Cillufto

Cole’s Chop House/Celadon
Restaurant

Contra Costa County Country Club

Sean Cooley

Greg Coplans

Ken Dami

Laura Darling and Jeff Wold

BeLinda Davies

Discovery Bay Golf and Country Club

Jim and Dee Dunathan

El Charro Mexican Dining Restaurant

Dirk and Marilynn Fitzgerald

Freemark Abbey

Fuddruckers

Ron and Camille Giglio

Golden Gate Fields

Susan Grantano

Marc and Wendy Greenberg

Greenhaus European Day Spa

Bill and Shirley Guthreau

Drew Hagan

Hearst Castle San Simeon Historical
Monument

Heller Jewelers

Hilton Concord/Grissini Trattoria

Hitachi Data Systems

Brian J. Hockel, D.D. S.

Hornblower Cruises and Events

Hyatt Summerfield Suites

J. Hettinger Interiors

Joseph Phelps Vineyards

Lucresha Labeaux

Lafayette Health Club

Lafayette Park Hotel and Spa

Lark Creek Walnut Creek

Lynnette Lewandowski

Lindsay Wildlife Museum

Loard’s Ice Cream of Orinda and
Moraga

Lunardi’s

Markham Vineyards

Maxwell Bell Enterprises

Gloria McBeth

Representative George Miller

Monte Vista Animal Hospital

Norman Rose Taverns

Oakhurst Country Club

Oakland A’s

Oakland Zoo

Oakwood Athletic Club

Old Faithful Geyser of
California

Lori Olsen

Orinda Country Club

Pet Food Express

PetCo

Scott and Mary Piazza

Pixar Animation Studios

Sheri Proctor

Renaissance Club Sport

Rocco’s Ristorante Pizzeria



Salvatore Ristorante

San Francisco Giants

San Francisco Museum of Modern

Art (SFMOMA)

Scandia Family Center

Shafer Vineyards

Bernard Shaw

Shelby Insurance Services

Sinful Bliss Cupcakes/Tammie Parnell

Solage Calistoga

Steve Silver’s Beach Blanket Babylon

Stix and Stones Mobile Bike and Ski
Service

Lisa Strahan

Sun Valley Shopping Center

Tesoro Golden Eagle Refinery

The Blackhawk Museum

'The Taylor Family Foundation

'The Yoga and Movement Center

Paula Tippery

trioSkincare

Kim Tsutsui

University of California at Berkeley
Athletics

Viansa Winery

Wentling Studio

Winchester Mystery House

Z/D Wines

WorkprLACE PLEDGES &F

Donarions

ACCO Engineered Systems

Ronald Krassensky
Chevron

George Cesnik

Lisa Cutino

May Lamoreaux

Frank O’Connell

Leslie Sandiland

Jason Vines
Community Health Charities

Renee Giometti

Allison Knapp

Rebecca Wright
Dow Chemical Company

Scott Bartlebaugh
Kaiser Permanente

Miles Nikaido
Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory

Yolanda Apodaca

Carolyn Medeiros
Liberty Mutual

Eric Hoshi

Timothy Kullman
g8 Gregory Premo

Morgan Stanley
Jeftrey Martin
Thomas Moglia
NORCAL Mutual Insurance
Company
Karen Frisella
Pacific Gas &Electric
Carole Edmark
Jessica Hilgart
John Schroeder
Principal Financial
Elizabeth Lucido
Tesoro Golden Eagle Refinery
Linda Andrews
Valerie Weaver
Wells Fargo
Darren Bolstad
Terrence Campbell
Gordon Gore

REMEMBERANCE GIFTS

A Christmas Gift in Honor of
Jerry and Sharon Pattison
Toni Ann Phifer
JoAnn Pico and Don Anthony
Scott Zimmermann and Drew Mesomsub
Gemma Bassi
John Kubitschek
Joan Galey

Barbara Bentley and Rex Johnston
A Christmas Gift in Honor of
Andrea Blachman

Michael and Lynn Harris

A Christmas Gift in Honor of
Lee Jordan
Tish Nolan
Kathy Snell
Paula Tippery
In Honor of Lindsey Darden’s Birthday
GL Wentworth Company
Gina Kast
Paula Tippery
In Honor of Paula Tippery’s Birthday
Dr.James W. Jordan
Lee Jordan
In Honor of Kyle Anderson
Douglas Anderson
In Honor of Paula Tippery
Steven and Robin Cavagnolo
In Honor of Haley Montiel
Lissethe Montiel
In Honor of Barbara Bentley and
Rex Johnston
Scott Zimmermann
In Memory of Willliam Kirsch
Briann and Jill Anderson
In Memory of Sarah Schneider
Glenn and Linda Garabedian
In Memory of Pearl E. Christensen
Bruce and Norma Henrickson
In Memory of Eddie Wolfman
Richard and Patricia Kaplan
In Memory of Abelina Carmona
Donald and Claire Murphy
In Memory of Ann Bauer
Paula Tippery




Meet Don Shafter - A Champion for Children

The first time Don Shaffer remembers supporting We Care Services for Children
was in 1977. A We Care volunteer asked him if his service organization, the Eagles,
awarded any grants. It was the beginning of a thirty year legacy that, in Don’s well-
worn hands, continues today.

Don has been an active member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles since 1971, and
has used his role there to work tirelessly in support of We Care raising thousands of
dollars over the years for our children. He is a living example of their motto — “People
Helping People.”

Don, at 84 years old, is a man with great people skills. In 2004, he was elected to
the California State Fraternal Order of Eagles Hall of Fame. He has also held many
elected positions within the organization over the years, from secretary to State
President. And although he is sure to nominate We Care regularly for grants at his
local Aerie, he does not want to take the credit. He says, “I don’t want to give the
impression that I've done this all by myself — the Eagles have been with me every step
Don Shaffer (in his Fraternal Order  of the way.” In fact, Don was sure to mention that if it had not been for the Local,

of Eagles fez) has been a powerful State and Grand Aeries, none of the grants would have been possible.
advocate for We Care since the 19705,
For Don, working to help others is part of why he joined the Eagles to begin with. In

the 1970’s, when a neighbor asked him, “Do you want to work for charities?” he leapt at the chance. And all these years
later, he says his favorite aspect of Eagle membership is still being able to help those in need.

“I care for kids,” he says. “We don’t do enough for our kids today, and of all the people we should take care of it’s the kids.”
He cares so much, in fact, that he is looking for someone to take over the cause when he is no longer able. He wants to be
sure that the legacy of support he has forged over three decades can continue for years to come.

A Generous Grant from the Thomas J. Long
Foundation Helps Keep Valued Programs in Place

On December 15th, 2010 We Care had some
very special visitors from the Thomas J. Long
Foundation. During the visit, we were presented
with a grant check in the amount of $30,000 in
support of our We Chat and Developmental Play

Group programs!

We Chat is an amazing program for children up
to age five who would benefit from a small group
speech and language program, but do not qualify
for state or school district programs.  Similarly,
our innovative Developmental Play Groups
program is designed for children up to age three.
Both of these programs focus on the individual
child, provide parents and caregivers with home
activities and information, and will give any
child an extra boost in preparing for preschool or

Pictured left to right are Bob Coakley - Thomas J. Long Foundation Executive kindergarten.

Director; Bill Guthreau - We Care Board Member; Sidne Long - Thomas ]. Through the generosity of the Thomas J. Long

Long Foundation Board of Trustees Vice President; John E Jones - We Care Foundation, many families may now qualify
Executive Director; Dirk Fitzgerald - We Care Board of Directors Vice Chair;  for free or reduced tuition for these amazing
ﬂﬂd Cﬂfh)/ Fifher b 777074%15]. Long FOuﬂdﬂinﬂ p%ftee. programs‘ For more information’ p]_ease contact

Darcie Azzolini at (925) 671-0777, extension 26. 9
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OUR VISION

We Care will be one of

the highest quality child
development centers in
California. We will have the
most innovative, inviting
and nurturing environments
with well-qualified staff
using the best practices for
serving all children. We
Care will accomplish this
mission without losing the
uniqueness of our expertise
in working with children
with developmental and

emotional needs.
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