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My Little Mermaid
Chery, Autism Summer Camp Teacher 

As you can see from the “Little Mermaid” vignette below, campers with autism typically have a 
hard time adjusting to a new routine.  Attending camp before the school year starts helps get them back 
into a routine by leaving the house each day and spending time with a group of other children.  They brush up 
on their social and communication skills, and are more prepared to get back to the classroom to learn. 

Additionally, there is the much needed respite for the parents.  Many parents express that they are unable to find qualified 
and affordable child care for their child with autism.  Camp is a much needed break in the extraordinary care needs for their 
child.  Parents use this time to relax, rejuvenate, and spend time with their typically developing children.

issues, she would not play with other 
children and would not interact with 
adults. 

We supported her by providing a 
consistent schedule and lovingly 
guiding her from one activity to the 
next.  Transitions became easier 
and by the end of the first week, her 
mother said she could hardly wait to 
come to camp.  Each day she came 
in happily and gave me a hug. She 
has bonded with the camp volunteer, 
Austin, and enjoys his company as 
well.  Her play skills are at the level 
of parallel play, and she joined other 
campers in the small room where the 
baby dolls and play kitchen were located. By the end of camp, 
she was enjoying all of the activities of the day. Though she 
continued to struggle with transitions, the outbursts lessened.  
She would still occasionally knock down a chair, but she would 
reposition it when prompted.

For four weeks this summer, I had the opportunity to work 
at the We Care Summer Camp for kids with autism.  Four 
weeks is a short amount of time, I knew we really had our 
work cut out for us in terms hitting the ground running 
on Monday morning and using the time making camp a 
positive and fun experience for all the kids.  

I have so many stories I would like to share about our 
little campers!  But if I had to pick just one to talk about, it 
would be a four-year-old camper I nicknamed “My Little 
Mermaid” (which came from a pose she struck often while 
lying on the floor).  

Transition times can be challenging for kids with autism.  
They like to know what to expect and they  thrive on 
routine.  Well, My Little Mermaid had TOUGH transitions.  
Moving in and out of the room, moving from one activity 
to another in the room, and moving in and out of the 
playground area were all difficult for her. She expressed 
her displeasure by screaming, throwing herself down, 
knocking over chairs, dumping containers of toys and 
knocking her snack to the floor. In addition to the transition 



First, they visited OSH 
in Moraga and met Ken, 
the manager of the paint 
department who donated the 
paint and supplies (thank you 

Ken!), then went off to shop 
for classroom items with 
money donated by the Pilates 
Connection.  Then the magic 
began!  We can’t thank them 

enough for making our Toddler 
Learning Classroom bright and 
welcoming for the children’s 
first day of school.  

EXTREME 
MAKEOVER!
We had our own version of Extreme 
Makeover!  Lisa and Sue donated their time 
and amazing decorating skills to improve 
one of our classrooms this summer. 
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Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla’s 
Capitol Update
Dear friends,

The 2014 legislative session adjourned on August 31st, ending another 
successful year in the State Capitol.  The Legislature not only approved an 
on-time, balanced budget, but we were able to secure essential funding for 

children, parents, and educators. 

Included in this year’s State Budget was $7.9 million for the Early Start Program.  This money will 
expand critical intervention services for more California infants, toddlers, and their families.  

The Developmental Services budget trailer bill was also signed into law this year.  This bill restores 
infant and toddler eligibility for the Early Start Program to levels that existed prior to the 2009 

A message from Pete Caldwell Exectutive Director

Dear We Care Family,

Instead of my usual letter, I asked Assemblywoman Susan Bonilla to provide us 
with an update on legislation affecting the families we serve at We Care.  While 
serving as a Contra Costa County Supervisor and as a longtime friend of the agency, 
Assemblywoman Bonilla helped We Care receive significant funding through Contra 
Costa Futures.  This funding provided local low-income, bilingual parents and children 
mental health treatment.  We are grateful for her hard work and vision and that of all 
our representatives striving to improve the lives of our community’s children.

continued on page 3
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Workplace Giving

Many of you are employed by companies 

that have an annual workplace giving event.  

If so, we want you to know that We Care 

can be a designated beneficiary, and if you 

choose We Care you know that your support 

will help so many children and families in 

our community.

Susan Bonilla continued from page 2

Thank You For 
Your Support!

We simply could not do what we do 
without your help. To see a complete 
list of our donors and funders please 

visit out web site at: 

www.wecarechildren.org/oursupporters

reduction.  It ensures that infants and toddlers who are diagnosed with a 
developmental delay will receive the coordinated, family-centered services 
that are necessary for growth.  The measure enhances the effectiveness of 
Developmental Centers statewide by implementing recommendations from 
the Task Force on the Future of Developmental Centers.  A third provision of 
this bill makes significant changes to increase the minimum wage for regional 
centers and providers, as well as accommodate overtime for respite services 
agencies, personal assistants, and supported living services.  Each of these 
provisions are a step in the right direction and instrumental in attaining our 
ultimate goal – providing high quality services to children with developmental 
disabilities so they can reach their full potential.         

In addition, beginning September 15th the estimated 75,000 children enrolled 
in Medi-Cal who likely have an autism spectrum disorder, will be able to 
receive the clinical standard-of-care treatment.  The cost of this new policy, 
which will also cover applied behavior analysis (ABA therapy), will be split 
between the state and federal government.  Any payments for ABA therapy 
will be retroactive to July 7th when the Department of Health Care Services 
received federal guidance that autism therapy was a Medicaid benefit.      
In addition to my vote and support for early intervention services, I introduced 
legislation protecting students and assisting low income children.  AB 2560 
was already signed into law by our governor and this measure increases 
the safety of students by ensuring that all credentialed school employees 
understand their duty to report suspected abuse.  The recent increase in cases 
involving child abuse in schools and the delay in properly addressing abuse 
prompted me to author legislation that reinforces the practice of reporting 
suspected abuse or neglect directly to law enforcement, and not simply higher 
administrative officials.  Another bill, AB 1654, would have taken advantage 
of a federal incentive to increase the amount of child support directed to low-
income children participating in the state’s CalWORKs program.  Although 
it was held by the Senate and did not make it to the Governor’s desk, I will 
continue my efforts to reduce poverty and support needy children and families, 
who are often overlooked.   

This was a very encouraging year that allowed us to secure additional 
funding in the budget for the Early Start Program, restore 2008 eligibility 
requirements, and expand autism treatment services under the Medi-Cal 
program.  Nonetheless, there is a clear and pressing need for greater investment 
in services for children with developmental disabilities.  I urge you to help 
in any way you can.  I will remain an advocate in the State Legislature, but 
I must share my gratitude for Pete Caldwell and We Care for their dedicated 
work in our local communities.  The mental health, developmental, and autism 
services they provide exceed expectations and have had a lasting impact on the 
lives of many families and children of Contra Costa County.  I look forward to 
continuing to work with We Care and appreciate their support.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact my District Office with any questions or concerns.     

Best wishes,

Susan A. Bonilla
California State Assemblywoman, District 14           

Two days before camp was over I was so excited 
to see her share a toy with another camper! I was 
on the floor with her building a Lego tower. Another camper was building his 
own tower next to us. He handed her a Lego,  she took it and snapped it into 
place. She took one of her Legos and slid it over to him. He took it and snapped 
it onto his tower. This sharing was very special and great improvement.
Watching My Little Mermaid grow in such a short amount of time was an 
amazing experience. I’m so glad to have been a part of it.

My Little Mermaid continued from page 1



mission statement
Through targeted, compassionate, and effective early 
intervention services, We Care helps young children and 
their families reach their full potential, regardless of their 
abilities or circumstances.

Join us on Saturday November 8, 2014, 
6:00 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Contra Costa Country Club

Enjoy dinner, dancing and a spectacular 

silent and live auction.  

Black tie optional and 

live music by The Smokin J’s

Contra Costa Country Club
801 Golf  Club Road

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Reservations $125 per person, $1125 per table of  ten

For more information or to make a reservation, 
visit our website at www.wecarechildren.org/events


