
In October of 2012 our lives would be forever changed.  During my son Jack’s 15 month 
check up, his lack of language raised some red flags and we were referred for additional 
screening to a developmental pediatrician and to the Regional Center of the East Bay. While 
the doctor was not ready to diagnose Autism (even the mild diagnosis that we ended up with) at 
such a young age, we moved forward with the Regional Center for private speech therapy and 
placed him in We Care’s TLC classroom.  We were so scared of what the future might hold for 
Jack and overwhelmed about where to even start. The notion that our beautiful little child might 
need help was terrifying to us.

My orientation meeting with Vicki McCoy, We Care’s Program Coordinator, was almost a 
blur. I cried through the entire meeting.   The best thing Vicki said to me was, “He is still the 
same sweet little boy as yesterday, none of this changes that.” And she was right. He was still 
our sweet Jack. Now was the time to dig in and find the best way to help Jack learn, grow 
and prosper. While it took Jack several weeks to settle into class in the TLC classroom, he 
absolutely thrived. His classroom teachers could not have been any more patient, kind, loving 
and supportive. Not just for Jack, but for our whole family. Head teacher Lisa McCarty and 

Teacher Associates Jessica Chacon and Masako Poeppel truly loved and cared about our son and it gave us so much comfort.  But most of 
all, it gave us hope for his future.

While he was at We Care, Jack went from a quiet, shy, clingy boy to an outgoing, adventurous, and truly happy little boy.  We all say he 
is a different boy from when he walked through the doors of We Care.  The daily routine is a wonderful mix of structure and learning, 
all disguised as fun. Jack responds to praise and affection and there was no shortage of either in his classroom. The teachers from the 
Explorer’s classroom always treated Jack as if he was one their students too.  Both Kathy Youngson, We Care’s Occupational Therapist, 
as well as Vicki provided us with constant feedback and suggestions to always keep Jack on pace with his development. Kathryn Brodsky, 
We Care’s Speech and Language Pathologist,  has been a wonderful ally in Jack’s ongoing speech development.

It is such a family environment of inclusion and support, we could not have asked for a better experience. The Autism Family Support 
group at We Care has been a life line for me as a mom to a Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) child. Meeting other special needs families, 
the outings and resources they provide have been fantastic. While we are very social people by nature, there is something about an ASD 
diagnosis that can feel very isolating. This group has really helped to replace that feeling with one of empowerment. We have made some 
wonderful friends at We Care, both parents and staff alike, and we are so grateful.  While the future is still an unknown, it is so much 
brighter today than October of 2012 and we can thank We Care for setting us on the right path.  — Jack’s Mom, Angie
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WHAT YOUR DOLLAR DOES 
our success is possible because of your support

Purchases necessary educational supplies for We Grow and 
We Chat classrooms. Every item helps develop skills for life,  
from toothpaste for brushing teeth to bubbles for improving 
oral motor skills to shaving cream for sensory play.

$25

Supplies healthy (often gluten and casein free) snacks and 
drinks for one of our Autism Family Nights Out. This helps 
families focus on being together and connecting with other 
families without worry.

$40

Provides a Parent Education Night for our families living 
with autism.  These seminars cover topics from the latest 
interventions to helping a child sleep at night.  All are led 
by professionals dedicated to supporting families with 
special needs.

$50

Helps provide a scholarship for a low-income family to attend 
one of our specialized preschool classrooms, because we 
believe getting children the help they need shouldn’t be based 
on income.

$250

Sends one child with autism and a sibling to the only Autism 
Summer Camp in the area.  They will spend their days having 
fun and learning together with highly skilled teachers and 
aides.  This also gives mom and dad a much-deserved break.

$500
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YOUR SUPPORT HELPS US GROW
A message from Marc Greenberg,

Chair, Board of Directors

“We should so live and labor in our time that what came to us as seed may go 
to the next generation as blossom, and that which came to us as blossom may 
go to them as fruit. That is what we mean by progress.” 
- Henry Ward Beecher 

In our last newsletter, I wrote about the 
Executive Director transition, and over the 
past several months, Pete Caldwell, has 
done an incredible job of leading the We 
Care team in that transition. Pete has also 
been working with the Board to evaluate our 
strategic direction, and he and his team are 
ready to lead We Care into the next 50 years 
of providing critical services to children and 

their families, building partnerships in our 
community while maintaining relationships 
that have made us successful for so long. 

I couldn’t be more proud to be a part of this 
awesome organization, and I’m thankful 
to our many donors and partners for their 
continued support. The board has never 
been more engaged, and we are excited to 
be a support to the organization, partner 
with Pete and staff and grow together. 

As services and our support networks 
evolve, it’s never been more important for 
wonderful supporters such as you to journey 
with We Care to ensure the most vulnerable 
in our community, our children, are healthy 
and happy and able to thrive. Only with 
continued support will We Care be the 
premier children’s organization for children 
of all abilities in the East Bay and a shining 
example of caring, effective, and evidence-
based services.

Gives the children in We Grow and We Chat individualized 
therapy with a licensed occupational therapist or speech-
language pathologist.  This will help them develop motor skills 
and language necessary for kindergarten.

$100

  To see a complete list of our 
donors and funders please 

visit our web site at 
www.wecarechildren.org/

our-supporters



in their own words
teaching the teachers

We Care is proud to be a school 
of choice for student-teachers.  Recently, 
we received this letter from one of the 
colleges we work with.

Saint Mary’s College and We Care
A VALUABLE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

We Care and Saint Mary’s College have had a long history of partnering, 
benefitting both the students at Saint Mary’s College and the children 
at We Care.  In the past, most of the students were here to experience 
hands on teaching and now we have a partnership with the undergraduate 
faculty for community engagement (CE).  New this year, a community 
engagement course is required for all students prior to graduating.  

The Community Engagement goal requires students to leave the 
classroom and engage with the world – to apply their intellectual 
experiences to communities beyond the academy.  Students working with 
We Care in this program will create a series of training videos covering a 
variety of topics on child development and participate in our social media 
outreach project.

In addition to the community engagement partnership, We Care is very 
privileged to be involved with Saint Mary’s Enactus on a project that 
will help us design new programs that meet the needs and desires of the 
families we serve.  Starting next school year, we will partner with Saint 
Mary’s MFA Program in Creative Writing.  These graduate students will 
use their expertise in writing to prepare a historical account of We Care 
plus a few other writing projects that will utilize their creative touch.

If you have been a part of We Care’s 54-year history and would like 
to participate in the historical writing project, please contact Barbara 
Langsdale at  (925) 849-8841 or blangsdale@wecarechildren.org.

   “I have been the field supervisor for a candidate in 
our Master’s and Early Childhood Special Education 
Credential Program, and currently serving her internship 
in the Explorer’s class.  I just wanted to write and tell you 
how impressed I am with the support she has received 
from both Vicki McCoy and BeLinda Davies as well 
as the entire classroom team.  If I had to select a model 
Early Intervention program for our students to complete 
their internship program, I would choose We Care.  The 
opportunities that have been offered to Katie have been 
extraordinary in that she is being exposed to every facet 
of your program.  In addition to her participation during 
class time, she has also had a chance to participate in 
assessments, sat in on a transition IEP (Individualized 
Education Plan), attended a home visit and participated in 
a play group with your Occupational Therapist.

Our goal is to provide experiences and opportunities 
for our interns so they can develop their own teaching 
philosophy and skills, and enter the field as prepared 
and confident as they can possibly be.  We so appreciate 
the relationship with your school, and your providing an 
environment in which our students can learn and grow 
under the watchful eye of highly skilled, nurturing and 
effective teachers. I wish all our interns could benefit from 
programs like yours. You not only provide ‘children with 
special needs skills for a better start in life’, you are also 
contributing to the competency of our future teachers.”

EVENT UPDATES
golf and gala coming soon
Golf Tournament

August 11, 2014

with the Rotary Club 
of Clayton Valley/
Concord Sunrise

All proceeds benefit programs for children and families at 
We Care Services for Children.  For more information visit

 www.wecarechildren.org/events

Reach for the Stars 
November 8, 2014

Gala dinner, dance & 
auction with live music by 

the Smokin’ J’s



WORKPLACE GIVING
you care, we thank you
We Care wants to thank all of the generous employees who choose to help us with our 
important work through payroll deductions at their workplace.  Your ongoing support allows us to 
continue to provide help and hope to Contra Costa County’s most vulnerable children and their families.

If you are interested in giving through your workplace, ask your employer if they sponsor an annual 
workplace giving campaign that allows you to support We Care through automatic payroll deductions. You 
may also inquire about whether they support you organizing a work group to come out to our preschool for 
a day of fun projects.

Pictured below are some of the generous and hard-working folks from Liberty Mutual who came out for 
the 8th  year for a day of painting, sprucing up our playgrounds and making us sparkle and shine.  
Thank you!

“
”

Motherhood: All love 
begins and ends there.

Robert Browning

Mother’s  and Caregiver’s Celebration
Thank you to all the mothers, caregivers and our special group of volunteers from the Alamo Women’s Club for a day filled 
with smiles, fun and celebration. You are amazing!


