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“This is our first bump in the road,” our OB/GYN announced as he pulled me up from
the table at our 20 week ultrasound. “The first thing I have to tell you is that I recommend
abortion. Do you see this big heart tumor here?” he asked pointing to the monitor of my
baby’s heart. “That is a tumor, and I believe your child has Tuberous Sclerosis Complex,
a progressive genetic disease for which there is no cure.” As the room faded to black,
and with my eyes remaining fixated on the monitor showing my baby’s heart, I remember
my husband’s strong - yet shaken - voice. “That is not an option, so what do we do
now?” Our doctor took a deep breath and whispered the words, “You have a long road
ahead of you.”
Gracin June Hahne was born 5 months later and the wait began. With all of our research
of Tuberous Sclerosis Complex (TSC) under our belt, and an army of friends and
family praying that the three tubers now found in Gracin’s heart were just isolated
Rhabdomyomas (benign tumors), we waited. Gracin was a healthy baby girl, hitting all
of her markers and just as sweet as she could be. One afternoon while I was changing
three-month-old Gracin’s diaper, she had her first seizure.
Seizures are one of the many symptoms of TSC. After seeing her neurologist and
completing genetic testing, Gracin’s results showed that she was positive for TSC2. Life
for us would be forever changed.
Tuberous Sclerosis is a disease with wide ranging symptoms from very mild, to
extremely severe. Tubers (benign tumors) grow in and on every organ of the body
including the skin. The tubers grow, shrink, disappear, and join together causing complications in the way a child develops.
They can block important functions of the brain, heart, and kidneys. Other symptoms include bone spurs and bone lesions, as well as skin
plaque and red bumps on the face (similar looking to acne). A high percentage of patients develop autism. Gracin has all of these symptoms
with the exception of autism. We are still waiting to see if she develops that as well.
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We found the right seizure
medications that made her
seizures subside, began
frequent visits to her
neurologist, cardiologist, and
opthalmologist, (a side effect of
one of her seizure medications
is peripheral blindness). Along
with her medical care, Gracin
started receiving services for
developmental delays from the
Regional Center of the East
Bay, including weekly home
visits from her wonderful child
development specialist.
We were so encouraged by the
growth we saw from Gracin
working with Miss Sue!
Although Gracin was walking
and interacting as best she could,
we noticed that her receptive and
expressive language skills were
delayed. We wanted her tested
for speech delays, and as she
approached 18 months of age,
we had other concerns as well.
There must be more we thought.
We felt frustrated and I remember
thinking there has to be
something more to help children
with special needs before they
are in preschool! After much
researching and probing, we were
connected with two programs
that would accept Gracin with her
diagnosis. That is when we found
We Care.
I remember tears of joy streaming
down my face after the tour of
We Care was over with Vicki, the
Program Coordinator. My fears,
worries, and concerns about our
daughter’s development washed
away as Vicki and I talked in her
peaceful office.
I had seen artwork and dress-up
clothes and bookshelves and
student drawings and snack
tables and play stations. As an
elementary school teacher, my
heart leapt with joy. The tears
I shed were those of relief. My
baby girl was going to be safe and
loved and challenged and taught
and given a chance to grow and
develop to her full potential. I
could not wait for the phone call
that there was an opening for her!

On a sunny November morning,
with first day gitters and hope
in our hearts, my husband and I
released the best part of us and
our greatest accomplishment
into the arms of her very first
teachers. There were tears all
around, especially from Gracin,
but leaving that first day we knew
this was the next step for all of us.
It was a step in the right direction
for our baby girl. A step in the
right direction for our entire
family. The right step.
Since that November morning
there has not been a day that I
don’t drive Gracin home from We
Care with the assurance that it
was a good day. Gracin’s teachers
are the main reason. What
strikes me about her teachers is
their enthusiasm and teamwork.
Although they are each assigned
as the primary teacher to three
children in the class, EVERY
child is theirs.
Every teacher, therapist, and
volunteer make themselves
available to discuss Gracin with
me at any time. For several
months I needed a friend to pick
up Gracin on Tuesdays. Every
Tuesday, Kellie, Gracin’s primary
teacher’s aide, would leave a
detailed note of Gracin’s day
in her lunchbox for me to read
later that day. How I cherished
and looked forward to those
notes! She described how Gracin
interacted with peers, new words
she said, playground and circle
time adventures, and what she
ate that day, all in great DETAIL.
I have saved every last note as
precious reminders of how well
my daughter is loved. What an
amazing gift Kellie has given us!
Gracin’s speech and occupational
therapists make it their habit
to update me on what they are
seeing in the classroom and what
I can be doing at home to support
her. They all listen to Gracin’s
medical updates that I frequently
need to give. A parents’ paradise!
Gracin absolutely loves her
teachers, classmates, and
classroom. Almost every morning

she runs to Kellie, arms open
wide, and gives her a hug.
Socially, Gracin has blossomed
since she started at We Care.
She shows compassion for her
classmates when they are hurt
or sad, and laughs and plays
with them. An example is when
a fellow classmate was crying
and upset and Gracin went up to
him and started rubbing his back
saying, “Kay, kay?” (her version
of “Are you okay?”).
One day Kellie shared that
Gracin started hopping on
the playground yelling, “hop
hop hop!” to the kids around
her. Soon, all of the kids were
hopping and having a grand ‘ol
time! Gracin’s vocabulary has
gone through the roof and every
day we are hearing more and
more words that she is using
correctly and without prompting!
Her art projects cover our walls at
home, a reminder of all that she
is being exposed to. We sing to
our We Care Music CD every day
on the way home. Gracin loves
music! There is a hill on the big
kids playground simply known
as, “the hill.” When Gracin first
arrived, she couldn’t go up and
down without assistance. Now,
because of all of her gross motor
development, she is running up
and down on her own!
Recently, we were made aware
of an opening in her classroom
for five days a week. Gracin has
been attending We Care twice a
week and I have been working as
a teacher. It had been suggested
that we send her five days a
week, but I wanted to spend as
much time with her as I could at
home. My teaching position was
a job share, which helped make
that possible. One afternoon as
I was speaking with her speech
therapist, she suggested that
Gracin transition to five days.
Among other benefits, she
explained that I just couldn’t
recreate the classroom experience
at home. Something hit me
during that conversation, and I
called my husband right away. “I

think we should do it, and I think
I should stay home with her next
year.” He agreed! It was a hard
call to make as parents, but we
were certain that the learning,
therapy, and support she would
get at We Care was what was
best for our daughter’s early
development. Gracin needs every
opportunity for success!
We do not know what Gracin’s
future will hold, but my husband
and I are confident that we are
giving her a strong foundation by
sending her to We Care.
Gracin is blossoming! She is a
spunky little girl with a heart of
gold. She loves music, books,
dancing, giving hugs and kisses,
and people. She lights up any
room she enters, and is curious
about everything. She brings
us so much joy! Although her
disease is hard at times and
painful to see her battle, she is
doing it with a smile on her face
and a lot of might! She is such
an inspiration and we are blessed
beyond all measure. We know
We Care is a big piece of who she
is today and are thrilled that her
beginnings include We Care. Our
daughter’s life will be forever
changed because of it.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
DIRECTOR

A message about inclusion from Pete Caldwell,
Executive Director

Usually when you hear about
“Inclusive Classrooms” you’re
hearing about older children
with special needs being placed
in typical elementary or high
school classrooms. Long the
subject of hard-won legislative
and judicial efforts, this
important shift in educational
policy has brought us from
a pretty dark history of these
amazing children having few
resources and even fewer
opportunities as they were kept
in isolation from their “typically developing” peers. It’s a very good
thing we’ve learned this lesson.
Here at We Care, where we work with children before they enter
the educational system, we do inclusion a little differently. In our
developmental classrooms, its typically developing children that join
OUR classrooms to create a diverse, vibrant, and mutually beneficial
learning experience for everyone. The value of this is borne out in
the research – as well as the experiences of the children themselves.
Our clients have friends in their classrooms who can model, motivate,
and inspire them to reach farther and try harder. Children with unique
needs show dramatically higher rates of improvement when friends and
classmates have already mastered the skills they’re working on. And
importantly, these children are shown to have an easier time adapting to
mainstream classrooms once they leave us.
And typically developing children benefit too. Research shows these
children tend to have higher rates of empathy, a greater willingness to
reach out to help peers, and a greater understanding of, and appreciation
for the developmental needs of other children; it’s a clear win/win for
everyone!
We Care was one of the first centers of its kind to include children without
special needs in it’s programming and as result has been able to help other
agencies develop similar programs. Now, as this type of “inclusion”
becomes a requirement of many funding sources, we’re happy to be able
to point to a long history of collaboration with local community investors
like the Dean and Margaret Lesher Foundation, the Bernard E. and Alba
Witkin Charitable Foundation and the George H. Sandy Foundation in
making We Care one of the best places for kids – regardless of need!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
We simply could not do what we do without your
help. To see a complete list of our donors and
funders please visit our web site at
www.wecarechildren.org/our-supporters

Spring Fundraiser
we can’t thank you enough

Thanks to You
Thank you for answering our call to raise funds for our
mental health and developmental programs this past
spring. We are thrilled to report that, with your help,
we were able to fund all of our staff wishes for their
classrooms and therapeutic playrooms!
In addition, you helped us raise enough to do some
much-needed painting of the children’s classrooms.
Thank you so much for helping us in such a tangible
way!

Magicis in the
Air

Little Stars Gala

Save the Date - November 7, 2015
Dinner, Dancing, Auction

Workplace Giving
YOU CARE, WE THANK YOU

We want to offer our heartfelt thanks to all of the generous supporters who choose to help us fufill our
mission to servng vulnerable children and their families through payroll deductions at their workplace.
Your ongoing support allows us to continue to provide the vital services these children need.
If you are interested in giving through your workplace, ask yor employer if they sponsor an annual
workplace giving campaign that allows you to support We Care through automatic payroll deductions.
Below are some of the companies whose
employees support us through workplace giving:

AT&T
Bank of America
Chevron
Community Health Charities
Dow Chemical
Ernst & Young, LLP
Hewlett-Packard
Kaiser Permanente

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
Liberty Mutual
Macy’s
Morgan Stanley
Nordstrom
Pacific Gas & Electric
Tesoro Golden Eagle Refinery
Wells Fargo

You may also inquire about whether they support you organizing a work group to come out to our preschool for
a day of fun and rewarding projects. These can be anything from helping us spruce up the playground, touch up
paint or even work on art projects with the kids.
If your group would like to volunteer, please contact Barbara Langsdale, Director of Marketing and
Communications at (925) 849-8891 or email at blangsdale@wecarechildren.org.

Support We Care and the Rotary Club of Clayton Valley Concord Sunrise at our

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
SIGN UP TODAY
Monday, August 10, 2015
Oakhurst Country Club
10 a.m. Registration
12 p.m. Shotgun Start

Raffle and auction to follow at awards dinner.
All proceeds benefit We Care’s Autism Family Support Project
and local and international Rotary charities.
To reserve your spot, contact Fred Nelson at (925) 566-8166 or
visit www.claytonvalleyrotary.org and click on the activities tab.

