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“Mom, let’s go .... camp!!!” was what 
my son Michael, aged six, said ten 
days after camp had ended. It was so 
amazing, my mind reeled! It was the 
first time he had asked to go back 
somewhere with such a long time in 
between. For him to verbalize it — 
what a profound effect camp did have 
on him.  I was glad he remembered it, 
let alone wanted to go back. 

I knew he liked it from the start 
because he didn’t protest going and 
sometimes a protest can be a gauge 
on how much something is disliked 
by nonverbal or speech-delayed kids.  
So to hear him suggest we take that 
trip across town to We Care was the 

Michael & Emma Go to Camp
Gina Romano, Autism Family Support Project Mom

coolest thing ever!

Emma, my typically developing three-year-old, enjoyed herself very much too. She 
told me all about the activities every day when I picked her up and she just loved the 
staff.

Michael and Emma at AFSP Camp this summer.

This unique camp experience is offered by We Care’s Autism Family Support 
Project (AFSP).  The AFSP is a family-centered program designed to provide social, 
educational and resource support to strengthen families of children with autism. The 
goal of the AFSP is to destigmatize autism and provide tools and resources that 
make it easier for parents to create a family environment that is inclusive and healthy 
for all family members.  

One of the ways we do this is by offering the Summer Camp program that provides 
learning, recreational and social activities each summer for children with an autism 
spectrum disorder between the ages of two and seven.  Our skilled camp leaders 
provide a program that focuses on social, motor, and language skills through fun 
activities.  Typically developing peers, like Emma, are an important part of each 
camp session to model language and provide opportunities for social engagement. 
The camp also provides some much-needed respite time for mom and dad.  To see 
more photos of summer camp fun, turn to page four of this newsletter.
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From the Desk of the President
John F. Jones, President/CEO

Message from the Board Chair
Marc Greenberg, Chair, Board of Directors and We Care Alumni Parent

I have noticed that a majority of our donors give because of a personal experience.  They may 
have a child or a close relative with special needs. The donors have a true personal reason to give. 
Others give because it feels good and they receive a psychological benefit from giving. Don’t 
we all? Foundations often like to be in the position of creating societal change.  In other words, 
their donation should result in some type of change greater than just service to the child. As you 
can guess, this type of change is slow and very difficult to measure.

Donors are starting to do something new; they are giving with their buying power.  Support of 
corporations that actually give something back to society is on the rise. It is being referred to 
as the new social capital market. Corporations are being inspired to give to nonprofits, not just 
because it is the right thing to do, but because it results in a stronger bottom line.
Here are some statistics: 

•	 Eighty percent of consumers say that corporate support of causes wins their trust in a company.

•	 Seventy-nine percent of consumers would switch brands to support a cause they care about (price and quality being 
equal).

•	 Ninety-two percent of consumers have a more positive image of a company that supports a cause they care about.

I am not saying that the business sponsors of We Care are doing it because they want the recognition.  I can proudly say they 
understand the importance of early intervention and the benefit for stronger families in our community.  What I am saying 
is the time has come when just writing a check to your favorite nonprofit organization isn’t enough.  It is time we practice 
what we preach and support companies with values that are in line with our own.  This may require a little research on your 
part (you can’t believe everything they tell you in those ads).  The result will be a stronger society and a stronger community 
for all of us. 

Please join us on November 5, 2011 at the Contra Costa Country Club for Denim & 
Diamonds, presented by Tesoro Golden Eagle Refinery and Hitachi Data Systems.

As many of you know, this year we are planning our Annual Little Stars Gala Auction and 
Fundraiser with a Denim & Diamonds theme. So you don't know what Denim & Diamonds 
means? Neither did I, but leave it to our amazing Gala Committee to fill in the blanks for us.  

Guys are encouraged to mix tux tops and cowboy boots with pressed Levis. And for the ladies, 
break out your faux fur, designer jeans and alligator boots – or your designer gown with boots 
and a Stetson.  Lots of glitz and glamour.  And don’t forget the BLING – rhinestones and 
other embellishments are strongly encouraged! 

It's always a lot of fun, and we couldn't be happier to be hosting another Gala this year. We have a lot to be thankful for, 
as well as a lot to live up to after last year's 50th Anniversary blow out. While many nonprofits have seen their donor bases 
erode or their contribution levels decline, We Care's supporters continue to deliver. Despite local, state and federal budget 
cuts and funding changes, our donors, staff and volunteers have been the reason why we continue to deliver the highest-
quality children and family services, why we are the “go to” organization for children in Contra Costa County, and why we 
continue to need and appreciate your support. We Care is now celebrating more than 51 years of making a difference, and 
we want you to help us celebrate with style. 

Please circle November 5th on your calendar, invite your friends and family, break out your Stetson and boots, and we’ll see 
you there!
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The LiTTLe STarS GaLa 

denim
Diamonds
&

PreSenTed by 

TeSoro GoLden eaGLe refinery & 
hiTachi daTa SySTemS

november 5, 2011
6:30 Pm To 11:00 Pm

conTra coSTa counTry cLub

feaTurinG norThern caLifornia’S favoriTe 
counTry rock band - The beLL broTherS

Auction SneAk Peek

- 7 nightS At cASA PiAzzA, A 5-bedroom Luxury  VAcAtion          
   ViLLA in An excLuSiVe gAted community in mexico

- SAn JoSe ShArkS PenthouSe Suite for uP to 20 PeoPLe  
   on JAnuAry 7, 2011 (VerSuS WAShington)

- PriVAte tour of PixAr AnimAtion StudioS for uP to 8     
   PeoPLe, incLudeS Lunch

- PriVAte Wine tourS And much more!

to LeArn more, ViSit uS At

WWW.WecArechiLddren.org/eVentS
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Autism Family Support Project Summer Camp

“After completing my internship at We Care, I noticed that I had been 
personally tested to see if I could work successfully in an environment that 
assisted children with special needs in a way that would benefit them. I can 
truthfully say that after each week of AFSP camp, I felt overwhelmingly happy 
and connected to these children and their progress. This camp program clearly 
demonstrated the work of my supervisor, Vi Ibarra, who wishes to create an 
atmosphere in which everyone can be accepted while having a lot of fun. We 
Care and especially Vi Ibarra have made this one of those experiences that come 
once in a lifetime. As I drove away from my last AFSP Camp, I remember 
thinking to myself that the children and staff at We Care will be something I 
will remember for the rest of my life.”

Doing heavy work, like pushing a wagon, helps develop gross 
motor skills.  And it’s so much fun!

Building social skills by making new friends and learning to 
share and play together.

Putting together puzzles helps build fine motor skills, develops 
visual perceptual skills, and fosters cooperative play.

A big splash in the pool is the best way to cool off - after all, 
this is summer camp!

Stephanie Cornell (pictured right, at AFSP Camp this summer) is 
a Senior at California State University East Bay.  As an intern, she 
worked directly with Vi Ibarra, our AFSP Program Coordinator.  This 
is what she had to say about the experience.

Newsletter_Fall 2011.indd   4 9/26/2011   12:02:06 PM



5

Dirk Fitzgerald has served on the Board of 
Directors of We Care since 2007.   He first became 
aware of We Care through his involvement in the 
Walnut Creek Kiwanis Club, which has a 20- 
year history of supporting We Care.  We Care 
has always been the primary beneficiary of the 
Kiwanis’ “Children – Priority One” campaign.  
Dirk and his wife, Marilynn, not only donate 
personally to We Care, but he encourages other 
members of his Kiwanis Club, his company and 
his friends to donate as well.  

Over the years, Dirk has found many ways to be 
personally involved as well as encouraging others 
to participate too.  He organizes what we call 
“done-in-a-day” volunteer projects – the overall 
clean up of our school and playgrounds, and 
painting of the classrooms.  He also played Santa 
Claus for our children’s holiday party, and collects 
and distributes food, presents and clothing during 
the winter holidays.  He has been instrumental in 
revitalizing our playgrounds more than once, and 

We Care Board Member Dirk Fitzgerald
Dedicates his Life to Serving Others

was the critical link in collecting donations of bicycles for the Contra Costa Firefighters’ “Bikes for Tykes” program that 
were then given to We Care children.  

Dirk donates countless hours in our community to ensure that Contra Costa County is a place that supports children 
and families.  In addition to his dedicated work with We Care, Dirk has also donated and volunteered for other 
nonprofits, including Bay Area Crisis Nursery, Contra Costa Food Bank, Family Stress (now part of STAND for 
Families Free of Violence), Child Abuse Prevention Council, The Taylor Family Foundation, Interfaith Council’s 
juvenile detention program, Clayton Business and Community Association, Community Youth Center, American 
Cancer Society, National Fragile X Foundation, Disabled Veterans, March of Dimes, American Red Cross, Contra 
Costa Uniting Coalition, National Multiple Sclerosis Society, and the One Hundred Club of Contra Costa County.

Dirk is a principal owner at R.C. Fischer & Company, where he has over 22 years of experience in employee benefits, 
allowing him to assist We Care in analyzing cost-effective ways to control insurance expenses.  He is also a member of 
the State Bar of California. This background gives Dirk the ability to look at the needs of the whole community, which 
has directly affected the strategic direction taken by We Care’s Board.  He also serves We Care by being a member of 
our Resource Development Committee which provides leadership and inspiration for our marketing and fundraising 
activities.  As Dirk says, “I have always been a firm believer in We Care’s Mission Statement of giving children with 
special needs skills for a better start in life!”

Whether he is helping raise money for child abuse awareness, therapeutic services for children with disabilities, 
volunteering to make our facility more inviting for children and families, helping to collect and distribute food to the 
needy, or attending one of the many fundraisers to support local nonprofits, he always does it cheerfully and with full 
attention to the task.  In short, Dirk makes sure it happens!  The children and families of We Care have one of the 
best advocates in Dirk.  Over his lifetime, he has proven that we are all connected and we can accomplish great things 
together – just follow his lead.

Dirk Fitzgerald mans the barbeque with a friend from the Walnut Creek 
Kiwanis Club at this summer’s Family Picnic.  Dirk and the Kiwanis Club 
volunteer every year to help out at this event in celebration of We Care kids, 
their accomplishments over the last year, and their families.
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You Make It Possible!

$3,000 to $5,000 Donors
Lafayette Juniors
Wells Fargo Foundation

$1,000 to $3,000 Donors
Greg Coplans and Joy Fauvre
Rusty Bindings Ski Club
San Ramon Rotary Foundation

$500 to $1,000 Donors
Anvil Corporation
Bay Area Instrument & Electric, Inc.
Clayton Valley/Concord Sunrise Rotary
Scott Valley Bank
Starcon
St. Perpetua Church

$250 to $500 Donors
Paul de Paschalis and Family
George and Marilyn Empey
Ron and Camille Giglio
S. Ronald Krassensky
Mangan, Inc.

$100 to $250 Donors
Doug Anderson
Brian Assael, DDS
Andrea Blachman
Renee Giomettti
Rebecca Knapp-Chafee
Eileen McCoy
Frank O’Connell
Russel and Edgarda Pohle
John Schroeder
David and Becky Thomas
Robert and Brenda Truax
Greg Wanket
Valerie Weaver

Below $100
Linda Andrews
Scott Bartlebaugh
Jenny Bianchi
Kristin Bodiford
Darren Bolstad

Without your generous contributions, We Care Services for Children could not help change the lives of children 
with developmental disabilities and give parents of these special kids the support they need, or continue our fight 
against child abuse.  Thank you!  (Donations received between June 1, 2011 and August 31, 2011.)

Paul Boone
Carl and Barbara Bowler
Stephany Brown
Karen Frisella Cichurski
Lori Rosella Costanzo
Lisa Cutino
Lindsey Darden
BeLinda Davies
Tamika Dodson
Carole Edmark
Glenda Erickson
Cynthia Fernandez
Heidi Funk
Gordon Gore
Michele Grupe
David Dale Hart
Delia Hom
Eric Hoshi
Ilene Katz
Allison Knapp
Timothy Kullman
Tim and Liz Lane
Barbara Langsdale
John Marchut
David Martinez
Brian and Vicki McCoy
Audra McDonald
Mary Louise Meadows
Miguel Morales
Claire Murphy
Richard and Karen Neville
John and Shirley Oberholzer
Gregory Premo
Leslie Sandiland
Jennifer Schwartz
Sandra Schwartz
Kimberly Smith
Mark Stadler
Paula Tippery
Jennifer Tyquiengco
Jason Vines
Geraldine Wetterwauw
Tewana Williams
Maxine Younger

In-KinD ContriButions
John Oberholzer
Carol Parkurst

WorKplaCe pleDges & 
Donations

ACCO Engineered Systems
    Ronald Krassensky
Chevron
    Lisa Cutino
    Frank O’Connell
    Leslie Sandiland
    Kimberly Smith
    Jason Vines
    Gregory Wanket
Community Health Charities
    Renee Giometti
    Allison Knapp
    Rebecca Knapp
 Dow Chemical Company
    Scott Bartlebaugh
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory
    Yolanda Apodaca
    Carolyn Medeiros
Liberty Mutual
    Cynthia Fernandez
    Delia Hom    
    Eric Hoshi
    Timothy Kullman
    Gregory Premo
NORCAL Mutual Insurance 
Company
    Karen Frisella Cichurski
Nordstrom - Walnut Creek
    Jennifer Tyquiengco
Pacific Gas &Electric
    Carole Edmark
     John Schroeder
Tesoro Golden Eagle Refinery
     Linda Andrews
    Valerie Weaver
UPS
    Miguel Morales
Wells Fargo
     Jenny Bianchi    
    Darren Bolstad
    Paul de Paschalis
    Gordon Gore
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rememBeranCe gifts 
In honor of  BeLinda Davies receiving 
her Master of Arts in Special Education
    Brian and Vicki McCoy
In honor of John F. Jones’ 48th Birthday
     Kristin Bodiford
     Paul Boone
     Stephany Brown
     Lori Rosella Costanzo
     Lindsey Darden
     BeLinda Davies
     Michele Grupe
     David Dale Hart
     Audra McDonald
     John and Shirley Oberholzer
     Tewana Williams
In honor of Tish Nolan’s 80th Birthday
      Paula Tippery
In memory of Al Blachman
     Barbara Langsdale
In memory of Harvey Brook, Nancy 
Wentling’s father
     Glenda Erickson     
     Employees of  the Department of     
     Rehabilitation, State of California
     Barbara Langsdale     
     Maxine Younger
In memory of Abelina Carmona
     Claire Murphy
In memory of  Jim Callaghan
     Paula Tippery
In memory of Marge Powell
     George and Marilyn Empey
 
     

If you would like to make a 
donation to honor or remember 
a loved one, please mail your 
donation to:
We Care Services for Children
2191 Kirker Pass Road
Concord, CA 94521
Attn: Barbara Langsdale

Your donation will be recognized 
in our next newsletter, and an 
acknowledgment sent to your loved 
one or their family.

In 2009, Americans gave almost $230 billion dollars to their favorite charities1.  
Regardless of the cause, the true meaning of your gift is to make the lives of others 
better.  Benefitting your favorite cause can offer more then just self-fulfillment 
and aid to others.  By carefully crafting your giving plan, you can provide for 
those who depend on you, and achieve your personal and philanthropic goals.

What are my options?
It starts with choosing a plan of Charitable Giving that best fits your vision 
and financial circumstances.  There are many options available when crafting a 
charitable giving plan, including the following:

I) Designate a Charitable Beneficiary for your Insurance, Annuities or IRAs

II) Gift Personal and Real Property to a Charity

III) Establish a Charitable Remainder Trust

By designating a charitable organization as a beneficiary, you have access to the 
assets during your lifetime and the flexibility to change your wishes.  When your 
estate settles, the charity will pay no taxes on the completed gift and these assets 
will not be part of your estate, thus reducing your estate tax liability.

Gifting of personal and real property are typically tax-deductible at the time of 
the gift.*  Although this is the easiest way to donate to your favorite cause, a key 
disadvantage is you lose all access and control of the donated asset. 

You may wish to establish a Charitable Remainder Trust that will provide a 
current tax deduction, and pay current income to you and your family members 
while ultimately benefitting the charity when your estate is settled.  To reap the 
tax benefits, a Charitable Remainder Trust is established.  You donate property 
to the Trust.  Any income from the Trust is reserved for you and your family for 
life or a specific number of years.  If property is donated and then sold by the 
Trust, there are no capital gains taxes – so highly appreciated property works 
well here.  Any loss of wealth to your family can be replaced using a Wealth 
Replacement Trust.  When properly designed, a Wealth Replacement Trust will 
be free from income and estate taxes for your beneficiaries.

Deciding to make a difference through charitable giving is easy.  Determining 
a philanthropic plan that is best for you and your family may not be.  Your 
financial, legal and tax professionals can help you develop and choose the most 
appropriate options that fit your situation and personal philanthropic goals.

For additional information on Charitable Giving, please consider contacting 
Barbara Langsdale, Vice President Marketing and Communications, or Bill 
Guthreau at (925) 979-2301 for additional information.

No solicitation for contributions or purchasing insurance or annuity products will occur.  This is 
an informational inquiry only. 

No tax or legal advice is inferred in this presentation.  Always consult your trusted legal and tax 
advisors.

1 New York Times

*Tax deductions may be limited and may require a formal appraisal

Give and You Shall Receive
Bill Guthreau, ChFC, We Care Resource Committee Chair 

& Board Advisory Committee Member
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Summer Time Means We Care Family Camp
Over the 4th of July weekend, We Care once again took over Camp Arroyo for our second annual Family Camp.  Camp 
Arroyo is in the hills of Livermore, overlooking the beautiful wine country.  It is equipped with cabins, a dining hall, pool 
and much more.  During the weekend, We Care families had lots of family-friendly activities, including games, crafts, a 
movie, campfire songs, and lots of time to catch up with old friends and make new ones!  Here are some highlights from 
the weekend.

We Care Services For Children would like to recognize The Taylor Family Foundation for hosting our We Care Family 
Camp held at The Taylor Family Foundation’s Camp Arroyo in Livermore.  The Taylor Family Foundation’s mission is to 
preserve the wellness and enhance the quality of life for children in Northern California with life-threatening and chronic 
illnesses, disabilities and youth at-risk through unique therapeutic experiences and support.  For more information, please 
visit www.ttff.org.

The We Care team responsible for all the fun! Time for camp songs and games.

Conquering the rock wall. Cooling off at the pool with family and friends old and new.

Taking in the amazing view from the zip line. What camp is complete without marshmallow roasting at 
the campfire?

8
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Summer Fun at the Center
Our annual family picnic is a time to celebrate the accomplishments of the children we serve and say good-bye to those 
who are now leaving us for kindergarten.  For the children who will be continuing on with us, the summer is packed with 
activities, such as water play, visits from furry friends and more.  Here is a look at some of the great times we had together 
this summer.

9

Newsletter_Fall 2011.indd   9 9/26/2011   12:02:12 PM



OUR VISION
We Care will be one of 
the highest-quality child 
development centers in 
California.  We will have the 
most innovative, inviting 
and nurturing environments, 
with well-qualif ied staff 
using the best practices for 
serving all children.  We 
Care will accomplish this 
mission without losing the 
uniqueness of our expertise 
in working with children 
with developmental and 
emotional  needs.

2191 Kirker Pass Road
Concord, CA 94521
(925) 671-0777
www.wecarechildren.org
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