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A Mother’s Success
“Teri” was trying hard and wanted to be a good mother. She was raising two children without a husband who
had left the family due to his drug addiction. Mom moved in with her parents and focused on caring for her
children by herself but was finding it increasingly difficult due to her son’s autism and her daughter’s unique
behavioral and emotional needs—particularly involving anxiety. With the children’s challenges at home and
school, Teri became stressed, burned out, and isolated. She felt she was not the parent she should be to her
children and that it was time to find the help needed.
Teri learned about We Care‘s State Preschool Program and enrolled her daughter “Franny”. With Franny’s
many issues, she received additional behavioral support and Teri and Franny received Child and Family
Therapy with a We Care therapist. Within a relatively short period of time it was evident that Teri could also
benefit from our Wraparound Program. Through meetings with her Family Partner she realized that she had
many natural supports, including her parents, who wanted to help if given the opportunity. Teri was able to
express her needs and became open to accepting her parents help with co-parenting the
children. Teri’s Family Partner not only provided peer support but would meet Teri at
venues in the community, helping reduce her feelings of isolation. Additionally,
Teri utilized Wraparound services during her daughter’s transition to school
district services and began feeling empowered to advocate for both of
her children’s needs during their Individual Education Plan meetings
with the school providers.
Through Wraparound, Teri learned about additional services
that would help address Franny’s needs, including behavioral
services and medical and nutritional services to address
Franny’s anxiety. Through the process of Wraparound and
Teri’s ability to be open to getting help for her family, Franny
made dramatic improvements in her behavior and her anxiety
decreased. Now that the family has met their goals, they
have transitioned out of our program. We are confident
in Teri’s ability to meet the needs of her children and to
advocate for them as needed.
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A message from

Pete Caldwell Executive Director
It seems like just last week I was writing you from a chilly office wishing
you safe holidays and much success in the coming year! Summer though
is upon us and I wanted to share with you some thoughts – and a little
research – on the value of summer school and why we provide it here at
We Care.
As important as it is for young kids to have some “down time” when imagination can motivate
more learning than a packed schedule, low-income children often see a huge benefit in
attending summer school. Children in our programs are often working hard to narrow the gap
between their skills and those of their peers, and research shows that the “backsliding” that
typical learners experience away from school during summer is even more pronounced for
children from disadvantaged households.
While the average student loses a month’s worth of learning over the summer, low-income
students lose more; particularly in reading. Most disturbing is that summer learning loss is
cumulative; over time, the difference between the summer learning rates of low-income and
higher-income students contributes substantially to the achievement gap that we’re trying so
hard to reduce.
Our summer classrooms provide an excellent way for these students to keep engaged with their
own learning, preserve and improve the skills they gain during the regular year, and improve
their path toward starting kindergarten with a love of learning and on an equal footing with
their peers.
…and I want to draw special attention to something amazing about our supporters: There is,
of course, a cost to this program and a number of wonderful individuals and businesses who
support the work we do have specifically designated their gifts to provide summer school
scholarships for children who otherwise would not be able to attend. We are extraordinarily
grateful for those who not only understand the importance of these programs, but who ensure
that those services reach as many as possible. We Care exists because of the compassion and
foresight of partners like these!
Best,
Pete
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Sponsorships are available!
To become a gala sponsor,
please contact

Barbara at
925-849-8891 or
blalngsdale@wecarechildren.org

hope changes everything
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Tomorrow’s Teachers
Colleges and universities do an excellent job of training tomorrow’s Early
Childhood Special Education teachers, and at We Care, we are proud to partner
with these institutions. By offering student’s hands-on experience in our
classrooms, we provide students the opportunity to put theory into practice plus
experience what it is to be part of a team when serving children with challenges.
This semester we welcomed St. Mary’s College students to our classrooms.
In addition to working in the classrooms, the students also choose a project
to complete. This year the students chose to build a garden in the children’s
playground area.

Join Our Monthly Giving Club
As a loyal monthly donor, you will provide support all year and we can ensure
that the children have what they need to have successful
treatment programs because we know funds
will be available.
Monthly giving club member benefits:
• Easy automatic donations through
your credit card
• Annual tax statements
• Change or suspend your donation at
any time
• Listed in our Annual Report as a
Monthly Giving Club member
Contact Daniella at 671-0777 ext. 116
or dlopez@wecarechildren.org to sign
up today!

Check out our latest
educational videos!
You’ll find them on our website
(wecarechildren.org) in “Videos”
on the “News” menu.

our

mission

Through targeted, compassionate, and effective early intervention services, We Care helps young
children and their families reach their full potential, regardless of their abilities or circumstances.

Leave a Legacy
Legacy Giving is a process of combining your kindness, compassion, and generosity with
financial, tax, and estate planning goals to benefit you and We Care Services for Children.
A legacy gift from you will enable us to continue our work to give children with special needs the
developmental, emotional, and educational services for years to come. Leaving a gift is an easy and effective
way to support We Care Services for Children, and you don’t have to choose between family and charity.
However large or small, your gift will help future generations to achieve their full potential.

We Care’s Speaker’s Bureau
Are you a member of a club or organization looking for speakers? We have excellent presenters who can discuss a variety of children
and family issues or your group can learn more about the work we do in your community. Call Barbara at 925-849-8891 or email
blangsdale@wecarechildren.org to learn more.

Thank you Pacific Service Credit Union for sponsoring two children to attend our summer preschool.

