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Wyatt’s Story:
a boy with unwavering will
By Amy Boggs, Head Teacher and 
Vicki McCoy, Program Coordinator

continued on page 2
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Wyatt has charisma. When he arrives at the Explorer’s Classroom each morning, his friends 
are ready for him. They know what toys he prefers, and they eagerly bring them to him so they 
can sit and play with him. Watching them interact is a true joy – Wyatt just lights up, smiling 
and laughing at the silly things his friends do. And he does it all without a word and only the 
slightest of movements.

Wyatt has cerebral palsy, a neurologically based condition that affects movement and 
coordination. When he arrived at We Care, he could not sit without support.  Because of his 
challenges with coordination and muscle control, he is not able to move around easily on his 
own nor has his language developed as would be expected for a child who is almost two and a 
half years old.

One thing that has been clear from day one – these challenges are not going to stop Wyatt.  
He is unwavering in his ability to meet whatever challenge he is given. His desire to learn 
and develop his abilities is second only to his desire to socialize. During his first few months 
here, he gained more control over his movements and he was able to sit for long periods of 
time unassisted, began to “commando crawl” around the classroom to get to items he desired, 
and has learned to select his favorite items from a felt board.  With a single touch, or even 
just reaching in their direction, Wyatt initiates play with his friends, and is now babbling 
continuously to let his classmates know he is there and ready to play. 

Wyatt’s infectious smile and can-do attitude draws not only his classmates to him, but also 
children from our other classes, and  he has a way of bringing out the best in them.  A child 
who isn’t always gentle with his classmates is nothing but gentle with Wyatt.  Children who 
sometimes plow through whomever and whatever is in their way move carefully around him. 
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I recently had the pleasure of attending the ribbon cutting for the new Family Justice Center in Concord.  Just 
down the road from We Care’s counseling offices, this center brings together mental health agencies, social service 
programs, police, and prosecutors in one easily accessed location.  Here, victims of domestic violence – and their 
children – can access resources to help them report abuse, leave a violent situation, and begin to heal.    

Often times in domestic violence, the needs of very young children are downplayed.  People assume the child won’t remember the abuse if she’s really 
young, or she’ll “bounce back.”   Research is clear though; even if a young child has not been physically harmed, witnessing domestic violence has 
a profound, negative impact on development.   I’m proud that We Care is a partner with the Justice Center and has been brought on specifically for 
our expertise in the impact of trauma on young children.  We provide home and clinic-based counseling for families referred by the center and will be 
delivering training for its staff on identifying the impact of violence on developing brains.  

Connections like the ones we have with the Justice Center are a key part of our commitment to our community and a foundation of our future growth.  
Concord Police Chief Guy Swanger has been the driving force in the development of this center – and is a We Care Advisory Board member.  One of 
the key funders of the Justice Center is the Lesher Foundation, whose Executive Director, Kathleen Odne, first connected with Chief Swanger about the 
Family Justice Center at We Care’s open house last spring.  These types of relationships are an important part of the work we do and we could not be 
happier to welcome the Justice Center to our community and expand our impact.

We live and work in a community that tries hard to reach out to those in greatest need, and We Care is proud to be a part of that.  We are grateful to you, 
our agency’s supporters, who are having an impact far greater than just what happens at our sites.  Thank you.

He also brings out the best in the adults 
who are lucky enough to work with him, 
challenging us to be better teachers as we 
grow together to meet his needs. Wyatt’s spirit 
and determination transcend his physical 
challenges, and there is no doubt that the sky’s 
the limit for this little charmer.

BoArd of dirECTorS
marc greenberg, Chair

Dirk Fitzgerald, Vice Chair
Sandy Warren, Secretary

courtney Bennett
nicole Brocato

maureen Bullotta
paul de paschalis
Srividya iyengar
michael mccluer

nina rowe

Supporters like you are 
the reason we are able to 
provide the life changing 
early intervention services 
to young children who have 
developmental delays, mental 
health concerns, or are living 
in poverty. We are grateful 
every day for your support.

This spring we are launching 
an online giving campaign to 
raise critical funds that will 
allow us to continue to offer 
these necessary programs. 
Every single dollar raised 
can make a huge difference 
for these children and their 
families. 

it’s easy to help! Simply go to our website at wecarechildren.org, and click on our 
“campaign for the kids” button to donate through our online partner razoo. (or you may 
visit the We care page directly on razoo at razoo.com/wcsc.)

If you’d like to do more to support We Care, just click on the “Get Started” button to create your 
own Razoo fundraiser for We Care. Then, share with your friends and family so they can get 
involved too.

We can’t thank you enough for all you do to make a difference in the lives of young children in our 
community with special needs and their families!

spring campaign for the kids: 
MAkinG A diffErEnCE



In 1965, through work with her sorority alumni group, Mom came across a small program run out of a 
church basement called We Care Center. It was started by a group of parents whose children had such 
severe physical and developmental issues that, rather than be seen as having “special needs,” as we 
call it today, they were labeled with terrible phrases such as “severely retarded” and “un-trainable.” 
Mom, a registered Occupational Therapist, always just saw the “need.” She became the first employee 
of We Care Center and from then her call to justice - her call to serve - never stopped. In the early days 
anyone who crossed her path seemed destined to be reminded of that call to serve. Volunteers flocked 
to the program, not realizing that their spouses would also be called, perhaps to build special adaptive 
equipment or to make runs for supplies or to do the heavy lifting as all the equipment needed to be 
stored away each weekend so the church could use their space. 

Since for a time We Care was located at Bethel Baptist Church, only a block or two away from our elementary school, each of us children (there were 
four of us) in turn received the treat of being able to walk to the program during lunch and help with the center’s mealtime. Of course meeting the 
children’s needs was more than just her day job. Many evenings she would come home, change out of her uniform (she was a product of Catholic 
schools, she believed in uniforms) and put on her executive persona to go out into the community to plea for funding and support. We children were 
sometimes allowed to tag along and we all heard her talk many times. She used the analogy of a glass partially full. “It doesn’t matter the capacity of 
the glass,” she would say, “our call is to make it completely full.”

Even the US Navy got the call, as eventually a community came together, all volunteer, to move and renovate a complex of donated former barracks 
that was placed on land donated by the Chaves family to build a facility that is still in use today. Once again, this seemed like a family project. We 
would all be at the property on Kirker Pass Road every Saturday. The kids were assigned simple tasks such as cleaning old putty out of window sills. 
Local businesses donated donuts in the morning and hamburgers mid-day to feed the hungry volunteers. We loved it! Mom and her key committee 
would be monitoring the progress, seeing the next necessity, and heading out into the community to find the right person to fill the gap. This all 
happened while the children at the center continued to receive treatment during the week.

Eventually moving day came and the We Care Center entered a new era. The staff and the number of children continued to grow. Creative people 
with true dedication to their service built an atmosphere of cooperation and problem solving. As schools adopted the value of meeting the needs of 
children of varied ability levels, the program kept adapting to fulfill the next unmet need. The children got younger. Parents were even more heavily 
integrated into the program. A grant was sought and received so that local high schools could bus in students to work as paid interns with the children 
and receive class credit in child development, therapeutic interaction, and careers related to children with special needs.

The struggle for funding was continuous. Mom would come home from presentations at the county or state level in a state of anxiety, wondering if the 
Center would be able to keep going. It isn’t clear how much of this she shared with the staff, but as her daughter, I can recall thinking I never wanted a 
job as difficult as that in my life.

At the same time, the opportunity to participate more fully in the We Care program was a treat her children had to earn. Just as other community teens, 
we had to wait until we were 16 to be able to volunteer during the summer school session. I was able to volunteer there for several summers. After 
receiving a degree from UC Davis in Biological and Behavioral Development, I joined the staff for a few years. It was interesting to see my mother 
up close in her leadership role. Although she had no formal training in leadership, she again called on volunteers with executive experience to serve 
as mentors. One of these volunteers was Marilyn Empey, a sorority sister from the same group that first introduced Mom to We Care. I think one of 
Mom’s greatest strengths as a director was the freedom each staff member felt to contribute new ideas. Of course, that meant you were likely to be put 
in charge of implementing the idea!

In addition to the multiple roles played at We Care, Mom and Dad (Jim Milliff) were devoted parents to us, their four children. The financial pressure 
of raising a large family was a presence but not a focus in our lives. The focus was always on action, on giving. Mom was Team Mother (yes, back 
in the 60’s we had gender specific volunteerism) for Ralph’s Little League team. She was a counselor at Girl Scout Day camp for Mikey and me. She 
hosted cast notes and theater parties for Sharon and her team of high school thespians. Together Mom and Dad taught Catechism and later Religious 
Education. Due to the rapidly growing Concord community in that era, they were part of one start-up parish after another. It was always a parish 
without a building or a sacristy, but with a never-ending fund drive to build one. It also meant Dad being at the Elk’s Club at 5 AM on a Sunday 
morning to set up the facility for a Mass while Mom stayed home and got four children ready to attend all by herself. And yes, we each put our nickel 
in the offertory basket passed by our father who redefined himself from church janitor to usher in time for the service. 

After more than 25 years with We Care, starting with the first small group of children, and ending with the development of a highly professional and 
multi-faceted early intervention program serving a large number of children and their families both in the Center and at home, Mom retired. Many 
of you may not realize that Mom, at the age of 75, redefined her life. She returned not only to the nickname of her youth (Bobbie), but also to her 
youthtime passion of of painting.  She is known by all in Davis, where she lived for the last 15 years, as Bobbie Milliff -  the artist. A friend called me 
last week to make sure I collected all of her paintings that graced various parts of the University Retirement Community. She said “your mom was 
always so humble about her talent.” I would say she was fairly humble about all of her accomplishments.  The watercolor shown is the last picture she 
completed, at age 90.  She called it “Optimism.”

in Memory of Barbara Milliff:
a champion for children
Barbara (Bobbie) Milliff, We Care’s first Director, passed away in March 
at age 90.  The following story, as told by her daughter Patricia Geraghty, 
highlights  Barbara’s unwavering commitment to the children and families of 
We Care and the lasting legacy she tirelessly worked to create.



Save the Date - auguSt 10, 2015
We care and the rotary club of clayton valley concord Sunrise 

2nd annual charity golf tournament
Monday, August 10, 2015
oakhurst Country Club

10 a.m. registration
12 p.m. Shotgun Start

Raffle and auction to follow at 
awards dinner. 

summer fun: 
camp For kiDS With autiSm
Our Summer Fun Camp for children ages two to seven with autism is in its 9th 
year!  This unique program includes social, motor, and especially language skills 
through fun activities with skilled adult leaders. Children with autism are encouraged 
to participate to the best of their abilities in all activities. Our specially designed 
curriculum encourages language and social interaction, all while having fun!  
Typically developing siblings are included in each session to model and provide 
opportunities for social engagement.

Four sessions, sign up for one, or all four. 
Camp meets Monday through Friday, 
9 am to 1 pm.
 Session 1: July 20 - July 24
 Session 2: July 27 - July 31
 Session 3: August 3 - August 7
 Session 4: August 10 - August 14
 

$400 for each one week session

Registration opens June 1, 2015

Vi Ibarra (925) 671-0777, ext. 214

CAMP dETAilS

for more information on camp fees, registering a typically developing sibling ($100 per 
week) or regional Center of the East Bay funding for your camper, please call us.

To reserve your spot, contact Fred Nelson at (925) 566-8166 or 
visit www.claytonvalleyrotary.org and click on the activities tab.

All proceeds benefit We Care’s Autism Family Support Project 
and local and international Rotary charities.

A huge thanks to our 
event sponsors!

Lehmers GMC Buick
Dolan’s Lumber

Lori Rehn
Ed’s Mudville Grill

Travel-To-Go
Thor Door & Construction

Loftin Family Denistry
We are still accepting 

sponsorships, auction and raffle 
donations. Call us to learn more!


